
July 6, 2012 

Hon. Robert Tierney, Chair 

NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission 

One Centre Street, 9th floor 

New York, NY  10007 

Re: Emergency Request for Evaluation for 186 Spring Street, Manhattan, 

       in proposed South Village Historic District 

Dear Chair Tierney, 

I write to call to your attention a recently filed application to demolish 186 Spring 

Street, Manhattan.  This is a federal-style house built in 1824, part of a rare row of 

surviving federal style houses which were determined eligible for listing on the State 

and National Registers of Historic Places as part of the South Village Historic District.  

The house is also within the proposed South Village Historic District which has been 

under review by the Landmarks Preservation Commission since 2006.  The house is 

specifically within the area of the proposed district which the Landmarks Preservation 

Commission determined was “eligible for designation” as part of the draft 

environmental review for the proposed Hudson Square rezoning. 

Now the building is imminently threatened, as so many other buildings in the 

proposed South Village Historic District have been over the last several years.  The loss 

of this rare, nearly 190 year old survivor would be yet another blow to the integrity 

and historic character of this neighborhood which the Commission itself has clearly 

identified as worthy of designation, but has not yet acted upon.  The potential 

consequences of inaction are especially great here as it appears that, if demolished, 

the site will be subsumed into a development which will include the neighboring 182 

Spring Street, making for a very large and visible intrusion into what had been, until 

just a few years ago, a nearly completely intact 19th and early 20th century streetscape. 

As you know, federal style houses such as these are rare indeed and reflect the earliest 

stages of New York’s urban development.  As part of a row of houses which has 

remained largely intact for greater part of two centuries, its loss would be particularly 

tragic. 

I am attaching the primary research materials we have on this building, which provides 

information about the date of construction of the building and its evolution over the 

years. 

The Commission promised years ago to consider for designation the remaining two-

thirds of the proposed South Village Historic District, which includes this structure.  

With this latest imminent threat to yet another important piece of the historic fabric 



of this neighborhood, I urge the Commission to move ahead with designation of the 

proposed district as soon as possible, or to, at the very least, landmark this 1824 house 

to save it from demolition. 

Sincerely, 

 
Andrew Berman 

Executive Director 

 

Cc:  City Council Speaker Christine Quinn 

       Manhattan Borough President Scott Stringer 

       City Councilmember Margaret Chin 

       State Senator Tom Duane 

       State Assemblymember Deborah Glick 

       Community Board #2, Manhattan 

       Preservation League of NY State 

       Municipal Art Society 

       New York Landmarks Conservancy 

       Historic Districts Council 

       SoHo Alliance 

       Historic South Village Advisory Board 
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